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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant : Toshiaki IIO et al. Confirmation: 5074 

o • iM ia/c^^, Art Unit : 3736 

Serial No. : 10/566,434 ^ ~ ^ A 

Examiner: Danega, Renee A. 

Filing Date: January 3 1 , 2006 

Title : PUNCTURE INSTRUMENT, PUNCTURE NEEDLE CARTRIDGE, 
PUNCTURE INSTRUMENT SET, AND PUNCTURE NEEDLE 
DISPOSAL INSTRUMENT 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
PURSUANT TO 37 CFR 1.97(c)(1) 

Customer Window 

U.S. Patent & Trademark Office 

Randolph Building 

401 Dulany St 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 4 May 1 9, 2009 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the reference listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. 

The reference listed on Form PTO-1449 is the English-language equivalent of Japanese 
Published Patent Application No. 1-502164 cited in the enclosed Office Action issued April 28, 
2009 in corresponding Japanese Patent Application No. 2003-316865. 

Inasmuch as the item listed on Form PTO-1449 was first cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of this submission, no fee is due. 

It is respectfully requested that the information submitted herewith be expressly 
considered during the prosecution of this application, and that this reference be made of record 
therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees due to Deposit Account No. 
19-4293. 



Respectfully submitted, 



STEPTOE & JOHNSON LLP 




Roger W. Parkhurst 
Registration No. 25,177 



1330 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036-1795 
Telephone: (202) 429-3000 



